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“Our energy demand will grow by more
than a third by 2035. /f we don’t do
anything, it we tackle nothing, it we
don’t make an effort, then we can rest
assured that disaster will berall us.”

Francois Hollande, President of France, was
heard saying at the opening of the World Future
Energy Summit 2013.
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The London Array has been built by three world leading energy companies - DONG Energy, E.ON and Masdar.
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HH General Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces and Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council and HE
Dr Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Minister of State, Director General of the Zayed Future Energy Prize and CEO and Chairman of Masdar with the 2013 winners of the Zayed Future Energy Prize.
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ministers and policy makers - will
attend to debate climate change issues
and future energy policies; examining
the options and implications for energy
solutions.

Also set to benefit from the summit
are architects, contractors, engineers,
town planners and transport providers,
who will be attending to hear the latest
plans for zero-emission developments
and learn from case studies.

The WFES 2014 will take off with the
Global Innovation Forum, which will
introduce the audience to the UN
Secretary General’s Sustainable Energy
for All (SE4All), a global initiative
seeking to achieve three goals by
2030: universal access to electricity;
double the rate of energy efficiency
improvement; and double the share of
renewables in the global energy mix.

Following that, a series of sessions
will be held on the latest in solar and
wind energy technologies, sustainable
cities and transportation, and the use
of Information and Communication
Technology in energy management.

The second day will see discussions on
how to stimulate innovation in energy
technologies, and how to improve rural
energy landscapes considering that one
billion people around the world still
lack reliable access to energy.

Among the biggest challenges facing
renewable energies today given their
intermittent nature is storage solutions,
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neyear later, and as the UAE prepares to stage

the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW)

between 18 and 24 January 2014, one can only

wonder how much has been truly tackled,
and whether we did indeed make an effort to change
the fate of our earth.

REGION’S LARGEST GATHERING

Hosted by Masdar, ADSW is the Middle East’s largest
gathering on sustainability, having welcomed more
than 30,000 participants last year. However, the event’s
significance does not only lie in its size, but in the
carefully thought-out line-up of topics, outstanding
selection of speakers and international showcase of
projects.

Over seven days, ADSW will host five highly-awaited
events: the International Renewable Energy Agency
Ceneral Assembly Meeting; the 7t* edition of the World
Future Energy Summit 2014; the 27 edition of the
International Water Summit (IWS); the first, all-new
EcoWaste; and the 6" edition of the Zayed Future Energy
Prize Awards ceremony.

Together, these events will tackle the world’s most
pressing issues in energy, water and environment, in
an attempt to stimulate investment in related projects
and encourage dialogue between industry stakeholders.

At the centre of this week-long gathering is the World
Energy Future Summit (WFES) 2014, said to feature more
than USD 8 billion worth of clean tech and renewable
energy projects.

Now in its seventh year, it seems not too long ago when
the summit was firstannounced in Abu Dhabi. Launched
in 2008, WFES witnessed the attendance of prominent
politicians and climate change champions from day
one, receiving the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York,
as well as some of the world’s top innovators, business
leaders and scientists in the field of clean energy.

HEAR IT FROM THE BEST

In 2014, we can expect to hear insights from more
than 70 senior speakers, representing organisations
such as Abu Dhabi National Energy Company, US
National Renewable Energy Laboratory, UN Foundation,
International Energy Agency, AREVA Solar, Alstom
Wind, to name a few.

Financial institutions will also have a major presence,
with expertsjoining from the World Bank, KFW Banking
Croup and Citigroup. And while decision makers from
the energy industry can use the summit to keep up to
date with the latest technological advances and network
with suppliers and consumers, venture capitalists
and financial institutions can meet with technology
developers and identify opportunities across a global
platform.

At the same time, governmental and non-governmental
organizations - represented by royalties, heads of states,
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The Late Sheikh Zayed, may God have mercy upon him, receiving the “Golden Panda” -
WWF'shighestconservationaward, inrecognition ofhiseffortsinthefieldofenvironmental
conservation and wildlife protection.
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HE Dr Sultan Al Jaber, Director General of the Zayed Future Energy Prize and
CEO and Chairman of Masdar with Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the UN
during hislast visit to Masdar.

Of special significance is the first day of
the WFES, Friday 20 January 2014, when the
winners of the Zayed Future Energy Prize
will be finally revealed. Those winners will
receive a total of USD 4 million, making the
Prize the world’s largest in renewable energy
and sustainability.

THE EMBEDDED VISION

Itall started at the inauguration of the WFES
in 2008, when His Highness General Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi, and Deputy Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces, announced the
Zayed Future Energy Prize. Inspired by the
vision of his father, Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, may God rest his soul, the prize,
of hisnamesake, was created to empower and
recognize the world’s best innovators.

Sheikh Zayed’s vision was famously driven by
a passionate belief in social, economic and
environmental sustainability, themes which
he took action upon by creating institutions
such as the Federal Environment Agency and
Abu Dhabi’s Environmental Research and
Wildlife Development Agency.

In 1997, Sheikh Zayed received the “Golden
Panda” - the World Wide Fund’s (WWF) highest
conservation award, in recognition of his efforts
in the field of environmental conservation and
wildlife protection, marking the first time in
the awards’ history that it had been bestowed
on a head of state.

“When the UAE leadership established the
Zayed Future Energy Prize six years ago, they
were guided by the legacy and vision of our
founding father Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, to create a truly global prize that
recognizes and rewards the exemplary work
of individuals and organizations in shaping
a better tomorrow,” says His Excellency Dr
Sultan AlJaber, UAE Minister of State, Director
Ceneral of the Zayed Future Energy Prize and
CEO and Chairman of Masdar.
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HH General Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan attended the Sheikh Zayed Future Energy Prize ceremony along with HH Sheikh Hazza Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National Security
Advisor and Vice-Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council, HE Olafur Ragnar Grimsson, President of Iceland, Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, President of Mauritania, HH Sheikh
Suroor Bin Mohammed Al Nahyan, Chamberlain of the Presidential Court and Queen Rania Al Abdullah of Jordan.
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which still constitute expensive components.
A panel of speakers will come together on this
day to explore cost-effective energy storage
that can improve grid management.

The third and final day will examine several
critical topics, starting with energy efficiency
in buildings, since buildings currently consume
40 per cent of the world’s total energy and
account for 25 per cent of carbon emissions.

Bioenergy, a versatile renewable energy source
and the only one that can be substituted for
fossil fuels, will also come under spotlight,
as speakers discuss the challenges arising
from the deployment of this source, such as
competition for land.

This will be followed by the much-debated
topic of energy efficiency in manufacturing
processes. Given that industrial operations
represent 50 per cent of global energy demand,
applying best practices in energy management
to drive down costs and reduce carbon emissions
is imminent.

Hundreds of manufacturers and suppliers will
also be showcasing their renewable energy
technologies alongside the speaker sessions,
offering live demonstrations and the chance
to test-drive many of these products.
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ABrighter Future

Demonstrating a d.light Nova lamp in Chamieyani, India.

HH General Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan along with HE Atifete Jahjaga, President
of Kosovo presenting the Sheikh Zayed Future Energy Prize in the category of Small and Medium
Enterprise to d. Light Design USA and was received CEO and Chairman, Donn Tice.

They can demonstrate the positive impact they’ve made
with a major investment related to sustainability, or
with products and services that have produced tangible
industrial, social or environmental benefits. NGOs
can also demonstrate a clear technical, organisational
or social impact on the world of renewable energy or
sustainability. This may include the dissemination
of a particular solution, the furtherance of technical
knowledge, awareness raising or policy development.

CELEBRATING PIONEERS

Last year, out of 579 entries, Siemens won the Large
Corporation category in recognition of its efforts to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions and energy consumption through
innovative technologies.

“This is a testament that we are not only making great
progress towards creating newer and better green technologies,
but is also proof that our efforts are being recognized,”
Peter Loscher, President and Chief Executive Officer of
Siemens AG, said at the time of receiving the award.

Siemens has been at the forefront of contributing to the
rapid transformation of the region’s infrastructure,
supplying healthcare technology and building some of
the world’s largest power plants.

But what truly counted in the assessment of the company’s
operations was its environmental programme that
vigorously addresses air pollution and water management.
In 2012, Siemens generated USD 45.6 billion from its
Environmental Portfolio, a growth of 10 per cent versus
the previous year. This amounted to an impressive 42 per
cent of the company’s total sales.

In the same year, Siemens helped its customers reduce
carbon dioxide emissions by more than 330 million tons -
roughly the equivalent of six times the annual emissions
of New York City.

“By 2014, we aim to provide more than a billion people
access to our imaging systems,” states the Siemens’
Sustainability Report 2012. These systems are crucial to
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Siemens Sustainability Programme.

Since launching, the Prize has rewarded 21 individuals, organisations
and schools that have made significant contributions to the
future of energy and climate change. “Our winners are global
and their impact has been truly global. In six years, the prize has
grown into a platform that impacts the lives of many around the
world, accelerating energy and water access, renewable energy
advocacy and deployment, and energy efficiency, while creating
education and job opportunities through the projects pioneered
by our winners,” explains Dr Al Jaber.

Indeed, previous winners of the Prize have collectively trained
more than 1,000 women as green technicians and implemented
more than two million solar home systems in Bangladesh.

They have provided scholarships in the UAE, Nigeria, Mexico and
Bangladesh, created an education fund to teach sustainability
to schools in African villages, and helped provide more than five
million people with affordable safe drinking water daily.

THE ROUTE TO WINNING

For the sake of fair participation, the Prize is distributed among
five categories: Large Corporation, Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs), Non-Governmental Organisation (NGOs), Lifetime
Achievement for individuals, and Global High School, which is
divided amongst five regions across the globe: the Americas,
Europe, Africa, Asia and Oceania.

Except for the Large Corporation, which receives a recognition
award with a non-monetary value, each of the four other categories
is financially rewarded. The winning SME receives USD 1.5
million; the NCO USD 1.5 million, the Lifetime Achievement USD
500,000 and the Clobal High Schools up to USD 100,000 each.

Managed by Abu Dhabi’s renewable energy company, Masdar, the
Zayed Future Energy Prize is open to organisations, individuals
and schools who meet the criteria, which revolve around the
positive impact they have made, innovation, thought leadership,
and long-term vision.

For example, large corporations, which are defined as companies
with revenues exceeding USD 100 million per year, must have a
financially and ecologically sustainable strategy for their role in
clean-energy related business areas.
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Dr Nawal Al- Hosany Director Zayed Future Eenergy Prize and Margaret Watson
Founder and President of GSA.
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for his lifetime of achievements, it was Professor Jose
Coldemberg, a Brazilian physicist and university
educator, and a leading expert on environment
issues. Unlike other categories, candidates for the
Lifetime Achievement can only be nominated by a
third party.

During his 6o-year long career, Prof. Goldemberg
held Brazil’s top government posts in science,
education and environment, and was lead author
of the UN Development Programme’s World Energy
Assessment.

“As a scientist, I always believed that science can
change the world and that the future does not
predetermine the past, but we have choices,” Prof.
Coldemberg told audience at the awards ceremony.
Currently in his 8os, Prof. Goldemberg is working
actively as a scientist and will use a fraction of his
USD 500,000-prize money to support his research.

THE HIGH-SCHOOL APPROACH

Meanwhile, the 2013 Global High School prize was
awarded to four environmentally pioneering high
schools across the world. In the Americas, Technical
High School 120, a rural school in Mexico, was
awarded for its project to upgrade the school’s water,
power and heating supply to use renewable sources,
including a biogas digester and solar panels. The
school has completed installing the solar panels and
is now working on phase 2 of the project.

In Europe, Okehampton College in the United
Kingdom, a school whose 1,350 pupils managed to
raise more than USD 163,000 for charitable causes,
and which proactively engages with fair trade, energy
efficiency, and recycling, was selected as the winner.
The school has previously won an Ashden Award.

Additionally, Okehampton College has a building
management system, 3,000 low-energy lights, and
energy-efficient heating controls - which have led
to areduction of 50 per cent in its consumption of
gas and electricity. The school was honoured for its
plan to become energy independent by installing
two wind turbines and a biomass heating unit. After
winning USD 100,000, the school has installed
the first wind turbine with plans for phase 2 well
under way. The school plans to use the resultant
feed-in tariff income amongst local projects and
community causes in Okehampton, Devon.

Okehampton College Principal, Daryll Chapman
said, “A huge thank you to the Zayed Future Energy
Prize Team for recognising our work and for also
providing us with the means to take it to the next
level. It is incredible to think that we have been
able to realise this project and it is worth reflecting
on the many benefits it will provide.

“Winning the prize not only provides us with
financial support to install two wind turbines and
a biomass heating unit in the school, it will also
help us raise our profile and create links with an
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HH General Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan presenting the Sheikh
Zayed Future Energy Prize — Life Time Achievement to Dr Jose Goldemberg
from Brazil.
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modern medicine, enabling early diagnosis of illnesses and
confirming or denying the presence of suspected disease.

In the SME category, the winner of the USD 1.5 million
was California-based d.light design, a manufacturer
and distributor of solar lighting solutions targeting
the 2.6 billion people globally without access to reliable
electricity.

“D.light has improved over 15 million lives using portable
solar lanterns to introduce modular, upgradable solar
systems for homes and small businesses,” said Dr Nawal
Al Hosany.

According to Donn Tice, CEO and chairman of d.light
design, winning the Prize has enabled the company to
accelerate distribution of its technologies, which have
empowered millions to enjoy the improved quality of
life that comes with reliable and affordable access to
light and power. “We believe that everyone deserves
access to energy,” said Tice.

Ceres, an independent, non-profit advocacy organisation
that mobilises investors and businesses to embrace clean
energy, won USD 1.5 million for the NGO category prize
in 2013, and the reasons are crystal clear.

In 1997, Ceres launched the Global Reporting Initiative,
which has now become an independent, international
standard for corporate sustainability reporting. Today,
the organization is driving major campaign to move
the world’s largest industry - insurance - to use its USD
23 trillion worth of assets in incentivizing households
and companies.

“We will use the Prize to expand international investor
leadership on clean energy and to grow our on-going
work with leading companies striving to integrate
sustainability into their operations by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, improving energy efficiency
and sourcing renewable energy,” asserted President of
Ceres, Mindy Lubber, who was honoured by the United
Nations and the Foundation for Social Change in 2010
as one of the “World’s Top Leaders of Change.”

As for the inspirational individual who was recognized

Okehampton College.
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HH General Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Queen Rania of Jordan presented the
Sheikh Zayed Future Energy Prize in the Global High School category in Asia to Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Bangladesh Islamia School, located in Abu Dhabi. The award was accepted by Mir Anisul
Hasan, Principal along with some students and teachers.
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as well as cutting-edge technology,” says
Dr Al Jaber.

Despite being launched only in 2012, the
Global High Schools Prize category received
an overwhelming number of submissions
for the 2014 edition, up 49 per cent from
last year.

“This year we saw a record number of Global
High School submissions. It is profound
and inspiring to see the youth of today
participate in such large numbers. This is
a strong indication of their demand for a
more sustainable future,” Olafur Grimsson,
President of Iceland and Chairman of the
Zayed Future Energy Prize, highlighted.

According to Dr Al Jaber, Africa represents
large growth potential in the renewable
energy sector, and is consequently a
key outreach market for the prize. “The
continent’s estimated population is expected
to double by 2050. This would make it
imperative for total energy production
to grow exponentially in order to meet
escalating demand.”

Unlike the four other categories, the High
School category focuses on inspiring future
generations across the globe - a vision
it aims to achieve by instilling ethos of
sustainability at an early age.

In light of this, the category doesn’t focus
on a school’s past achievements but future
plans for energy measures that the school
intends to undertake. Therefore, every
school is expected to submit a detailed
proposal for a project, and the prize —up to
USD 100,000 for each winner - would act
as an enabler for the project’s completion.
Propositions must also incorporate one
or more of the principles of the SE4All
initiative.

A FOUR-TIER SELECTION PROCESS
Swiss economist Bruno Frey, who authored a
study on the psychology of awards, theorizes
that “the more a donor can ensure that
its awards go only to deserving persons,
the more the value of those awards is
maintained.”

The methodology can be observed in the
awarding process of the Nobel Prize, whose
committee goes to great lengths to ensure
that the recipients of its prizes genuinely
deserve the honour. Not only does it consult
extensively within the scientific community,
but it even checks whether a scholar can
be expected to behave appropriately at the
award ceremony, where the Swedish king
bestows the prize.
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Zayed Future Energy Prize Selection Committee 2014.

even wider range of schools and other organisations.”

In Africa, Kirya Secondary School in Tanzania made it to
the top, gaining recognition for its various sustainable
practices. Sharing a green network with sister schools
Makomu and Kileo, the first of its kind in Tanzania,
Kirya’s teachers and students tapped water in 2006 from
Nyumba ya Mungu hydroelectric dam, carrying buckets
two kilometres twice a day. Last year, the school took
action and built a pipeline from the reservoir, while
expanding agro-forestry.

At the Zayed Future Energy Prize 2013, Kirya’s management
proposed three renewable energy options to raise
environmental awareness and reduce the school’s ecological
footprint: wind power at Kirya, solar power at Kileo,
and biogas at Makomu, which should be achievable.

“The potential for using high schools as nodes of innovation
in the Tanzanian context is great. The Prize is a major
stepping stone that will allow us to engage in ‘proof of
concept’ at the district, regional and national scale,”
Jocktan Ngailo, Geography teacher at Kirya Secondary
School, said.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Bangladesh Islamia
School in Abu Dhabi won the Global High School category
for Asia. The school reduced its electricity consumption
by 15 per cent by installing energy-saving light bulbs, and
was planning to use the prize money to make its campus
carbon-neutral.

Indeed, by June of this year, the school had already
installed an 11.52-kW rooftop solar-power system that is
now supplying 30 per cent of the school’s energy needs,
mainly for lighting and cooling.

“Year after year, as the prize grows in reputation and gains
international recognition, we find ourselves receiving
exciting and diverse entries, both in terms of geography
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The Zayed Future Energy Prize Jury members Adnan Z Amin, Director General of IREA; HE Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, Chairman of Masdar; HE Olafur Ragnar Grimsson, President, Republic of
Iceland, Chairman, ZFEP; Dr Han Seung-soo, Former Prime Minister, Repulic of Korea, Vice Chairman ZFEP and HE Dr Sultan Al Jaber, Director General of the Zayed Future Energy Prize and

CEO and Chairman of Masdar.

odlel dwliag bl aast lalu joSWl LB
Uy :¥ N ale By 94 @Sl clach elaaf
e Jlma 8 Lalle 48g5m0 oloasis alasil
aul3 B35l @Ko dind ] dolacieall dardl 594>
BysS G olhsinpus Lagily el ¥g o ikt ual| G50
oo 40 oLy Lal Ty 5 o 33lall sl as ]
oo 288 A B0 &350 ddsac 40209 dauwlg 8y
8 duelandl LaayK8lg oyl Lagilyoleo Y= 0
" c@llall b 3eS ol 337445

Gli» 48y G L Ul el Lole 1 5a)
sacldl s« degammar oo Ll «osdglg
LaS oYY ‘ch—ﬁ BJ‘J%[ d,u.l}ua ) i g
Jlacls dzdl Jloa B 5Ll sl e g5
Jlacll Guslio 638 oo ] 833 dyyesll
sl b ol g Uil e Lageaall 5Lyl
iy o W Jadn oI UE Lolsiws
G358 wain 9o e gazall gyall 10l pulona
Loyl Lyl §aslall L3S alac o gyLicilg

-de gacall

5 oesled] 5Bl clabhol Lo G seluguw
o 3] Juadl 4 Led Loy ol uas
sl 35l okl alall 0398l Tybaig a1y 83U
elliay Bl QLS gy Lusbar o poss s o]
Soall AayMl bgy il A5y &lagaall 4818 L

iBgayall 83311 sig

O3l e o B xo gl 835ll) andlil Lo
SLodl 8 U gala 1835 &sus Lgil dsd> slelya
lglaslly lyalally pLalls dad lglac Jol35 2l

Dloaidl e paizall aelud ol

the Maldives; Her Excellency Elizabeth Dipuo Peters, Minister
of Transport for South Africa; Sir Richard Branson, Founder
and Chairman of Virgin Group; Adnan Z Amin, Director General
of the International Renewable Energy Agency; His Excellency
Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, Chairman of Global Marketplace Abu
Dhabi, and Ratan N Tata, Chairman Emeritus of Tata Group.

A recipient of the Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, President Olafur
has chaired the Zayed Future Energy Prize jury for the past
three years. Prior to that, he participated in the Global Creative
Leadership Summit, organized by the Louise Blouin Foundation,
in 2007 and 2008.

In recent years, President Olafur has been outspoken on the
issues of climate change, initiating the Global Roundtable on
Climate Change, and is known to strongly advocate the use of
geothermal energy, as proven by the case of Iceland.

“The Zayed Future Energy Prize is one of a kind - it is the only
prize that recognizes and rewards solutions for the future.
It shows us that a different kind of future is possible. The
leadership of the UAE should be very proud to have created this
prize,” President Olafur recently remarked.

His Excellency Ahmed Al Sayegh points out that because each of
the shortlisted candidates has showcased viable, eco-friendly
solutions that were at once innovative and inspiring, it will be
“a challenging task this year to select the winners.”

VIRGIN AND TATA ON THE JURY

New on the 2014 judging panel are Sir Richard Branson, Founder
and Chairman of Virgin Group, and Ratan N. Tata, Chairman
Emeritus of Tata Group.

“We are honoured to welcome two renowned stalwarts of
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Wind Tower in Masdar City.

Similarly, in the Zayed Future Energy Prize,
all submissions go through a stringent, four-
tiered evaluation process, which starts with an
independent assessment by a reputed research
and analysis firm - this year being Bloomberg
New Energy Finance.

After due diligence is conducted on all entries
to ensure they fulfil all four criteria of the
prize - Impact, Innovation, Leadership and
Long-Term Vision - the shortlisted candidates
are evaluated by the Review Committee, which
meets to assess the submissions and narrow
them down further.

This year’s Review Committee is chaired by Saif
Al-Nasseri, business support director at Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company and vice-chaired by
Dr Thani Al-Zeyoudi, Director at the Directorate
of Energy and Climate Change, UAE’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

The committee’s 15 members include senior
representatives from Masdar, Masdar Institute,
ADNOC, Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi, Abu
Dhabi Education Council, Rochester Institute of
Technology Dubai, Mana Ventures, Enviromena
Power Systems and Mubadala Development
Company.

The third stage involves a thorough review of
entries by the Selection Committee, chaired this
year by Bader Al Lamki, Director at Masdar, and
vice chaired by Marie-Jose Nadeau, chair of the
World Energy Council.

“The Selection Committee has a challenging task
—to deliberate and select the most innovative and
impactful solutions that define the renewable
energy industry,” says Dr Al Jaber.

Among the members of the Selection Committee
are high-level executives from the United
Nations Foundation, World Energy Council,
Creen Strategies, Duke Energy, University of
Applied Science in Hamm and Lippstadt, Masdar
Institute, Forum for the Future, Abu Dhabi
Education Council, International Renewable
Energy Agency, Columbia University’s Centre
on Global Energy Policy, and Japan’s Institute
of Energy Economics.

JURY HAS THE LAST WORD

In the fourth and final stage, the Jury meets
in person to discuss the entries and select the
winners, before a unanimous decision is made
and the winners are announced.

Chaired by His Excellency Olafur Ragnar
Grimsson, President of the Republic of Iceland,
the eight-member 2014 judging panel includes
His Excellency Dr Han Seung-soo, former Prime
Minister of Korea; His Excellency Mohamed
Nasheed, former President of the Republic of
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Ratan N Tata, Chairman, Tata Trusts and Zayed Future Energy Prize jury member.

Upon receiving the accolade, Tata said that businesses
should be sensitive to the fact that they are making
a difference in places where they operate, and that
they have to do things to help the community prosper.

“This is all the more evident in the developing world,
where disparities are so huge. If the industry is not
sensitive to it, they would encourage a backlash to
take place, and many companies that go overseas
are getting to understand the need to do this. Those
thatdo not arereally hurting the reputation of other
industries,” Tata warned.

“When you see in places like Africa and parts of Asia
abject poverty, hungry children and malnutrition
around you, and you look at yourself as being people
who have well-being and comforts, I think it takes a
very insensitive, tough person not to feel they need to
do something, notjust by providing material support
but by playing a role in helping give prosperity to the
community in which they belong,” explained Tata.

Employees in his organisation, he said, have gained
a certain spirit of being part of the community in
which they operate. “It has become the DNA of the
organisation to play a role in the community.”

Richard Branson, who has founded more than 400
companies worldwide and is well-known for his green
initiatives, ever since starting his youth-culture
magazine “Student” at the age of 16, Branson discovered
genius ways to provoke a healthy change in the world.
Of his many initiatives was the establishment of
Virgin Unite, a non-profit foundation created in 2004
to tackle social and environmental problems .

“Business has previously been concerned with the

bottom line and has not got involved in society or
with the wider issues of the world. “All businesses
should become a force of good, and not just focus on
short-term profit,” Branson was cited as saying in a
BBC report.

“You need competition to break boundaries. But
without collaboration, ideas may never become reality.
Short-term thinking doesn’t get you far. Have an eye
on the long term,” he advises.

Branson’s vision is largely reflected in the Zayed Future
Energy Prize, which has made “long-term vision” one
of its four eligibility criteria. Being a competition atits
core, the Prize is set to break boundaries, and having
appointed highly experienced committee members of
various backgrounds, the selection process is clearly
built on collaboration. M

DEI r.ﬁuﬁ\T |ON

Avoided Deforestation Partners hosted ‘A Conversation on Sustainable Partnerships’ with
Sir Richard Branson, Actor Edward Norton and Dr Jane Goodall DBE, Founder, The Jane
Goodall Institute during Rio+20.
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SirRichard Branson, Founder, Virgin Group and Zayed Future Energy Prize Jury member.

sustainability to the Zayed Future Energy Prize jury, and value
the depth of experience and perspective they will bring to the
process. Through their bold initiatives and innovative thinking,
Sir Richard and Mr Tata have already created a legacy that will
serve to enhance the world we live in,” Dr Al Jaber said during
the announcement of the 2014 jury.

For 21 years, Ratan N. Tata headed Tata Sons, the holding
company of Tata Group, until his retirement from the position of
chairman in 2012. The avid environmentalist and philanthropist
led two of the largest private sector backed humanitarian trusts
in India. He now holds the position of Chairman Emeritus of
the group, which is an honorary and advisory position, and
will continue as the chairman of the group’s charitable trusts.

As a Jury Panel member, Tata will be helping select the
final winners in the five categories, including the Lifetime
Achievement. Having received a Lifetime Achievement Award
himself last year, by the prestigious Rockefeller Foundation,
Tata is well-positioned to understand what it takes earn an
award in this category.



